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VESTALIFE AND RKS ANNOUNCE STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP 

AS VESTALIFE LAUNCHES NEW PRODUCTS 
 

Southern California, Wednesday, December 31, 2008 – Vestalife, the award-winning lifestyle electronics 
company, and world-recognized strategy and industrial design consultancy RKS today announce a new 
strategic partnership as Vestalife prepares to launch new products at Macworld and CES. 

“We’ve been thrilled at how the Ladybug and Butterfly have captured the US market and paved the 
way for Vestalife as a strong lifestyle brand,” says Vestalife founder and CEO Wayne Ludlum.  “As our 
feet are now firmly planted as an established brand in the electronics marketplace, we are thrilled to 
announce this new partnership with RKS, which we feel will help develop and expand our product line, 
while maintaining our important core values of connecting emotionally to the diverse spectrum of 
Vestalife consumers.” 

 “As we were designing Vestalife’s new iPod speaker docks,” said Ravi Sawhney, RKS Founder and 
CEO, “we realized that RKS and Vestalife are kindred spirits.  We both appreciate the power of design 
to create an emotional connection with consumers.  We look forward to using Psycho-Aesthetics, our 
philosophy of creating an emotional connection between consumers and brands, to help propel 
Vestalife to even greater heights.” 

Vestalife plans to launch the RKS-designed Firefly and Jewelbox speaker systems at CES and 
Macworld in January 2009.  Vestalife will also be announcing three new, RKS-designed headphones 
which are still in development. 

When you look beyond Vestalife’s products, competitive iPod speaker docks are driven by function 
and lacking in character and emotional appeal.  The Firefly’s organic, flowing lines and evolved 
geometric shapes give it a unique attitude and personality.  When closed, the Firefly design uses 
negative space to dissect its overall shape into three distinct sections.  The bold breaks and gaps give 
the design a layered look and hint at the promise of kinetic transformation as the system is opened.   
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The metal rings on the base, front, and rear of the Firefly add a refined, sophisticated feel.  Angled, 
hidden hinges allow the Firefly speakers to open, not just to the sides, but also moving slightly 
forward, in a welcoming and embracing posture.   In front of the iPod dock, there’s a subtly-curved, 
touch-sensitive volume control.  With the speakers open, a “billboard” area is revealed on the center 
face of the Firefly.  The Firefly will come with interchangeable faceplates to allow for personalization.  
Factory customized faceplates will also be featured in limited edition models of the Firefly.   

For the Jewelbox, the RKS design team was inspired both by the velvety, rich textures used in the 
Ladybug and by the famed Fabergé eggs.  A symbol of the height of luxury, Fabergé eggs are known 
for their artistry, rich detail, and for the promise of a hidden surprise.  In this case, the hidden magic is 
the opening of the Jewelbox to reveal the speakers and the iPod dock.  The touch-sensitive power and 
volume controls give the Jewelbox a friendly smile whether opened or closed.  The speakers are 
designed to accommodate factory-changeable graphics for special edition models. 

Both the Firefly and Jewelbox were created to bring distinctive design and style to your music listening 
experience. 

“RKS is thrilled to be working with Vestalife, a company that truly understands the value and power of 
emotion to connect with consumers and build brands,” said Tom White, RKS Executive Vice 
President.  “We look forward to working with Vestalife in the coming years.” 

High resolution images are available for download here. 
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About RKS:   

RKS is an Industrial Design consultancy offering a full range of strategy, innovation, and design 

services. Consistently ranked in Business Week's Top 10 Industrial Design firms, RKS has a 28-year 

legacy of transforming client inspirations and aspirations into powerful business results.  The Southern 

California-based firm is widely know for Psycho-Aesthetics®, their philosophy of emotionally 

connecting consumers to brands through design.  Its clients include JBL Professional, LG, HP, 

KOR Water, Vestalife, Zyliss USA, Sprint, Panavision, Intel, Hamilton Medical, Medtronic, 

Discus Dental, and many more. RKS has won more than 80 product design awards globally, and has 

been issued more than 150 patents.  Find out more at:  www.rksdesign.com.  

About Vestalife: 

Vestalife, LLC, which draws its name from the Roman goddess of home, hearth and family, designs, 

develops and manufactures high-performance, inspiring audio and lifestyle products. The company's 

products are designed to inspire with their style, delight with their form and function, and appeal to 

touch, sight, and sound – creating a complete sensory experience. 

Vestalife includes a celebrated and highly accomplished team who is committed to one thing: bringing 

innovative design to build great products that deliver exceptional consumer experiences. Vestalife is a 

"Made for iPod and “Works with iPhone" licensee. The company is headquartered in Studio City, CA.  

Find out more at:  www.vesta-life.com.  

Vestalife Media Contacts:  
Leland Drummond/Henry Eshelman 
323.337.9042 
ldrummond@platformgrp.com ; heshelman@platformgroup.com  
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